
In 1999, a dozen volunteers started a citizen science project along the San Pedro River, working with the Bureau of 

Land Management and The Nature Conservancy, to map where the river remained flowing all year long in the San 

Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area (SPRNCA). Every year since then, the monitoring effort has grown, thanks 

to many hundreds of volunteers in both the U.S. and Mexico, and is now known as the annual “wet dry mapping”. 

We now know that the reach within SPRNCA that is becoming drier, the fastest, is the reach from the Mexico border to 

Highway 92. Given this situation, the agency members of the Cochise Conservation and Recharge Network (CCRN) 

are working together to explore ways to protect and enhance river flows and groundwater in that river reach. A 90-

acre tract of land was purchased by Cochise County adjacent to the SPRNCA in 2025, to limit groundwater pumping 

in that sensitive area, collect data on water quality, hydrology, and soils at the site, and to restore wildlife habitat by 

the removal of junk piles, debris, and abandoned vehicles at the site. 

In April 2026, five soil cores were drilled there to a depth of 50-100 feet, on existing roadways at the site so as not to 

disturb any historic or archaeological artifacts. These soil samples will be used to understand groundwater hydrology 

under the site and to assess the potential for groundwater recharge. A future recharge basin there could be 

designed similar to other CCRN projects over the past 10 years, such as along Palominas Road, and within Horseshoe 

Draw. The source of water for the Border Recharge Project is still under investigation, and may be groundwater, 

stormwater runoff, reclaimed treated effluent from the San Jose Wastewater Treatment Plant, or a combination of 

these. Regardless of source, water would infiltrate into the ground within an earthen basin to enhance recharge.

TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS LATER: 
WE NOW KNOW THE MOST IMPORTANT THING TO DO TO PROTECT THE SAN PEDRO RIVER.....

BORDER RECHARGE
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WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE BORDER RECHARGE PROJECT?

The sole purpose of this project is to address the loss of water availability for the river and streamside habitat 

from the Mexico border to Highway 92 in Palominas. The decline of water in the river has been documented 

over 27 years by local community members and SPRNCA partners in the wet dry mapping event each June.

WILL THERE BE A WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT THERE? WILL RAW SEWAGE BE BROUGHT TO THE 
SITE?
No, there will not be a wastewater treatment plant or raw sewage on the site.

WILL ARCHEOLOGICAL RESOURCES BE IMPACTED BY MONITORING AND/OR CONSTRUCTION 
ACTIVITIES?

The current site investigation has been federally funded, and requires multiple levels of clearances and strict 

compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act. The drilling of five soil cores for soil samples in April, 

2026 were all located in disturbed areas associated with existing dirt roads.
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project and other CCRN sit

IS THIS PROJECT INTENDED TO INCREASE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT? 

No. This project is solely intended to reverse a drying river and to protect its streamside habitats. This trend 

has been documented at this specific location over the past 27 years, and is of utmost concern for 

maintaining riparian health, and the conservation of wildlife habitat within the SPRNCA. Nothing else.

HOW ABOUT WATER QUALITY CONCERNS?

Water quality testing began in January 2026, before design of the project, to better understand existing 

conditions. Water samples are being collected from three places: the river at the international border within 

the SPRNCA, from treated effluent at the San Jose Wastewater Treatment Facility in Bisbee, and from an on-

site groundwater well within the project site. The recharge project will be designed to strictly adhere to all 

ADEQ water quality standards, and all water quality test results will be made public.

WHERE WILL THE WATER FOR RECHARGING THE RIVER COME FROM?

Current soil and hydrogeology studies will determine if there are any isolated pockets of groundwater 

within the property that may be used to help sustain the river system, or if stormwater recharge is a 

possibility there. Treated effluent from the San Jose Wastewater Treatment Facility will only be considered as 

possible source water for the project if it meets ADEQ standards for recharge through a basin to be located 

outside of the SPRNCA, on the County property.  No water or treated effluent will be directly delivered to 

the San Pedro River within SPRNCA.

WHO FUNDED THE CURRENT INVESTIGATION AT THE SITE? 

The current water quality, hydrology, and soils investigation has been made possible through a 

grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and support by the U.S. Department of 

Defense.  Additional funds have also been provided for hydrologic modeling or this project 

by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. es.

The Cochise Conservation and Recharge
Network (CCRN) is a collaborative partnership
to develop innovative projects that provide a
resilient water supply for people and nature
along the Upper San Pedro River. This regional
network of land and water management
projects work together to sustain San Pedro
River flows and the groundwater our
communities depend on. Take a virtual tour of
the project sites. Each site has been selected
for Its potential to recharge and/or conserve
water to benefit the river.
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https://preview.mailerlite.io/forms/1901660/174239286828205615/share
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/30763ce5827c4fcfa25001bfd947931c
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/30763ce5827c4fcfa25001bfd947931c
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